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The Hall of Performing Artists and the harp statue along Reger Avenue
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The Eliyahu Levant chess square
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Terner Stadium and Hapoel Be'er Sheva fans
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Approaching Be'er Sheva from the north in winter. On the left:

the Negev monument
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The beautiful Yitzhak
Reger Avenue displays
the history of a miracle
named Beer Sheva. It
begins with  the
commercial center in

neighborhood D
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Neighborhood
D built in the

Sixties
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The 14 storey
building from

the Sixties
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The Soroka

Medical Center
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The Ben Gurion university
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The Eliyahu Levant chess club. Be’er Sheva is considered the chess capital of Israel
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The city Hall building. An example of the historical architectural experiments

led by the best architects in Israel for allowing desertic urban life
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The Court building
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Commercial center and the post building
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The Hall of Performing Artists
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Performance of the singer
Enrico Macias on his

eightieth birthday
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The Azrieli mall
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Desertic architecture
from the seventies,
designed to obtain
shadow  from all

directions
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The railway tower and station
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The big Mosque which
currently serves as a

museum
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Centennial celebration of the historical capture of Be’er Shva in world war 1
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The ancient Ottoman

railway station
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The ancient British locomotive
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Near the Twin Tower circle
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The Skyhawk circle and the Tank circle
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In the High - Tech Park
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The Be’er Sheva Lake Park
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The old road to Eilat



About the drawing technique on a Smartphone:

All the paintings in this book are based on a technique that | have
developed in the past: | made free hand drawings only from a direct
view (without a photography) using a digital pen directly on my cell
phone screen, usually Samsung Note 20. During the drawing stage |
almost do not look at the screen and my eyes are focused on the
painted object. This is how direct eyes and hand contact is created

without the mediation of my thoughts. In addition, the availability of
the smartphone allows me to pull it out of my pocket at any place or
event that appeals to my heart and draw it immediately. My studio is

located in my shirt pocket.
About the artist

The author, Michael Slatkine, is a painter and doctor in Physics (Ph.D
degree obtained from the Weizmann Institute of Science) who shares
his time between painting and advanced technology. For the last six
years , Michael’s smartphone has been used to document over fifteen

cities in Israel through 800 drawings.



architectural attempts of the greatest architects in Israel to adapt the
construction of buildings in Be’er Sheva to the hot desert climate. I was
impressed by the renovated and beautifully preserved old city, by the
modern construction in the new neighborhoods, by the beautiful squares,
the impressive high-tech area and above all from Nahal Be'er Sheva lake

near the old Turkish bridge.

I hope I managed to convey through my paintings the beauty and joy of the

city. I am convinced that the residents of Beer Sheva live in a painting.
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Be’er Sheva - living in a painting

Beer Sheva is in my eyes a wonder that stands at the entrance of a desert
and displayes everything that a painter would like to tell in his language of
lines and colors. The ancient merges with modernity, Zionism merges with
vision, the desert yellow shades serve as a contrast to the blue shades of
the sky and Be’er Shava lake water. Beer Sheva also has the beauty that
stems from unique cultural excellence. In addition to high-tech, science
and medicine, chess, music , theater and sports stand out. And so I found
myself holding my smart phone and my digital pen and walking around
the entire length and breadth of the city and stopping again and again to
illustrate what I see. While drawing I talked to dozens of residents who

helped me better understanding the human aspect of Be’er Sheva life.

I started the illustration journey from the north of the city through Reger
Avenue. As someone who travelled to Be'er Sheva often already in the
sixties, it was exciting to see the original houses of the first residents of the
city, the impressive growth of Ben Gurion university and Soroka hospital
and the beautiful hall of stage artists. It was interesting to notice the
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This book is dedicated to Erez Flekser and
Noam Ron, highly talented Cobra combat
helicopter pilots who fell in operational
training as a result of a malfunction in the tail
rotor due to a maintenance failure on March
12 2013 . Erez who was a father, a scientist and
a pilot, and had trekked every trail in the
country fell at the age of 31. Noam fell at the

age of 49.




Beer Sheva- Living in a Painting

A Drawing Journey Along the Length and Breadth of the city

of Beer Sheva

Michael Slatkine






Beer Sheva - Living In a painting

A Drawing Journey Along the Length and -
Breadth of the city of Beer Sheva

Michael Slatkine
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